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it as superior to all other towns. I believe he was showing a
Chauvinism which was actually unnatural to him. Then he
praised the levelling and soothing influence of Rome. He
pointed out in jest that even his two dogs, a poodle and a
pug, got on splendidly together as a result of the softening
influence of their surroundings.
We had retired to the library for coffee when the German
Geheimrat again emphasised his opinion that Bulow would
be recalled to Berlin at no distant date, as there was no one
to take his place. The Prince waved this aside and said there
were plenty of excellent men in Germany who could fill the
position of Chancellor. This he said very self-consciously.
I was not sure that he really meant it.
I told him I had never envied him his office, but I envied
him his ownership of this incomparably beautiful villa. He
talked of his daily routine: how he rode every morning,
devoted himself to his books and inspected the sights of the
town. When I suggested that he was writing his memoirs
he denied it, but I think I could assume that I was right. It
was hardly possible to imagine that a man who had so long
stood at the helm could now suddenly adopt a life of looking-
on relieved by no active occupation. I felt fairly certain that
he was now going over in his mind what he had experienced
and was, as it were, distilling the philosophy of his Chan-
cellorship and the increased knowledge of men it had brought
him.
After coffee we inspected the whole villa, including the
roof and the kitchen in the basement, under the guidance of
our host and hostess. The Prince showed us thek bedroom.
Everything was most artistically appointed. I heard from
the Prince himself what a lot of trouble the furnishing of the
house had cost, and how months had passed before^ every-
thing was completed to their satisfaction. He said that
Prince Bobriaski had been most obliging, but that there had
been a great deal to do because the Princess had been anxious
to fill the place as appropriately as possible.
The Prince took us into the room on the ground floor
where the less used books were housed and also mementoes
and presents received during his Chancellorship from all
classes of people including the most distinguished.
There were various exotic gifts from the German colonies;